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mac/hass support for 2BOJEC3! gsghi 1 

(U) Since the inception of the OEfflBI progran in I963 2 to its 
conclusion vitb, the launch end recovery of GBOHI XH in Koyenber 
1966, HAC/KA35 units naye performed a mmier of varied but essential 
support ta&s. Snie Support tfss, in cany instances, an added teak, 
perforacd by resources progranxd for basic Eissioa operations or 
which could be perforoed as part of normal operations. Hovever, the 
urgency of the national space prograa Justified taking £he«e resources 
available for support of G3EHI, although it was recognized that it could 
result in gone interference uite the prltary sissies of the ccsasd.^ Total 
cost of airlift support was §2,ltl6,!«X) end of recovery support furnished 
by iHCvas ft^fiW.* 

planning 

Genwal Hask Assiffgent 

(t!) Sie overall plan for assignment of taaiB in support of G2GHI 
operations ¥as developed by the Office of Ihe Eeparteent of Sefeose Manager 
for Space Flight Support Operations. 5 Sie Coisander, Kational Bange Mriaion, 
Air Jorce Syatens Coasasd, Has designated as the SOD Manager for Mumed Space 



1. On Uaa 66, the cace Military Air Transport Service (HfllS) vai changed 
to Military Airlift CojfflMd (MAC). 

2. For timetable of SHflhT launches and nacei of tttrouuti, fas App. A. tnd B. 
3# HOD, Onager for Ksnned Space JTtght Support Qpantionij Overall Visa, 

3rd ed., Depaitinettt of Defense Support for Project OEHEfl Operations, 

30 Sep 65 (hereinafter cited aa Overall Plan, OWM), p. ¥1-5 (AW3A0 files). 

k, BOD Manager for Manned Space Flight Support Ojerfctioai, Bttsary Bapovt, 
DOD Support of Project QEHHI, Jan qfaBof 1966, pp, 75) 77 (HA0C03 filea). 

5. Overall Plan, QjJHJRI. 



Space Slight Support Operations. He provided the flingle point of contact 
to receive requirements for DpD apace flight support from the Maimed Space 
flight Erograa tesagers of the tfetional Aeronautics and Space Adninigtratioa 
(HftSA) and to transmit these requireisents to the DOD agencies that would 
perfona the repeated services. Coordination on reouirenBnts vaa provided 
for by the Secretary of tefense, *ho authorized the Military Services to 
assign repreBastativeB to the Office of the DOB Manager, on a full or port 
tiE£ tests, to insure adequate representation in prograza or fipecific ser- 
vice interests. HATS' coordination vas effected through:? 

6 t Bi£ ftjaaander, ASHS/AHS, sho, shen requested, provided representa- 
tion on en ad hoc oasis to fee DOS Manned Etoace Blight Support Office to 
assist in planning optisua procedures in the eGploycant of Air Sorce resources 
in support of GSG8I recovery operations. Shis included planning for the 
ecgOoyseot of specially equipped AflRS/AIS aircraft to conduct re-entry 
tracking and post-landing location of the spacecraft on a mrld-vlde oasis. 

b. $ie Military Air Transport Service liaison Officer at the Air ftrce 
Eastern Teat Bangs Headquarters at fetricfc ABB vho assisted the XOD Manager 
in oatters concerning HATS airlift support.* 1 

^n sTwrt^Airllft Planning 

(U) HATS did not prepare a plan for general airlift support for 
CBSJHI operations, nor va* the comsana assigned specific airlift tasks ' 

6. B>id ,, p, i4. 

7. Bid., p. IU>S, 

8. aia position for HATS vas authorized by Si HATS in Sap 65, and Major 
Michael H.' Mitchell vas assigned to it on a pamuiant duty basil. Tele-' 
couj Mary L. Mttington (hAFOIB) vith France* Boettar, MAXPM, 9 Ksr 67. / 
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in the DOD overall plan. Airlift support operations vere carried out in 
response to specific requirements issued by HASA. These requirements 
were forwarded, through channels, to Headquarters USAF (APSTKB) where 
they were placed on Special Airlift Requirements Daeuraents (SARDs) and 
then transmitted to Headquarter MAIS,^ 
Recovery Hanning 

SOD. Overall operation control of recovery forces was exer- 
cised by the EOD Manager directly or "through designated operational 
coEEEnda, who vere to conduct and/or support recovery operations, as 
follows: 10 

CoEzander Executive Agent 

CHEUEK *CT?-Il(0 

GJHCPAC CEiCPADHE 



Area 

Atlantic CoE&and 

fBcific (teand 

Sorts American 
European Cosand 
u.s» Southern CoEand 



Hiddle &st, Africa, 



CBffiAL** CHfflAL Ala&an ConEand 

*Coisasder, Task Force 

**CBiGAL to plan, conduct, and/or support recovery operations in his 
area as normal SAS operations. 



9. Mecoa, HW vith Col. H, K. Blake, MAOOPE, 3 Hat 6? (hereinafter cited 
as Blake fl Mar 67 Telecon), 

10. Ovel^U Han, G&OT, pp. BT-J, VM. 



7. 

[\ij in ttw evem; itw otaer Qwwmww muuvwj wt o^ac^y search 
and rescue operations vouid become necessary, the JCS would direct tne 
Unified/Specified ConpBcda to provide additional support and non-aliilon 
forces. NASA could also request additional support in selected, areas to 
obtain pronipt response for specific purposes, anen as transportation of 
HASA. technicians} radical personnel, and debriefing teass to and from 
recovery areaaj weather reports} photographic docwwatation of recovery 
and SeMefing operations, and retrieval of space iteas, 
Birayean BatmlaK 

(tl) CIKCAS'SIIPS, CMJHSAFBA and CBCSUB were tasted" separately 
to plan, conduct, and/or support satffll recovery Gyrations in tnel? xtfPtc- 
tiv& areas of responfilbility. milBmmwlW®v^MWSB!BBX/ 
U3AF Contingency Hacovery Ban, Project G3CEHI, on 11 lovesber l$k, ibicn 
assigned to tha 322nd Air Division, HWS, the specific task of pravidin 
Elrlift and «v#port for ifce possible peaceful recovery of the utroopxt* 



II, Eat, 322nd Air Div.Jaa-Jun 65. ire. 76-77, 



*w+rttntrttj 



T 

(ll) In the event that other contingency recovery or emergency search 
and rescue- operations would become necessary, the JCS would direct the 
Unified/Specified Comosnds to provide additional support and non-mission 
forces. NASA could also request additional support in selected areas to 
obtain prompt response for specific purposes, such as transportation of 
HASA technicians, medical personnel, and debriefing teens to and from 
recovery areas; veather reports] photographic documentation of recovery 
and debriefing operations, and retrieval of space items. 

European Banning 

(V) CHEAFSTRKE, CKCiffiAFSA and CHCESS were tasied separately 
to plan, conduct, and/or support GH£QK recovery operations la their respec- 
tive areas of responsibility. CHCAFsaiffi and 1ISAK published tJSAKIRKE/ 
USAP Contingency Recovery Han, Project GSOBI, on 11 Kovember 1964, vbich 
assigned to the 382nd Air Hyiaion, MIS, the specific test Of providing 

airlift and support for the possible peaceful recovery of the astronauts 
.. 11 



W 4 

-^ftfe^O, Provisions for possible forceful recovery of the astro- 
nauts and spacecraft in the Siropesfl/MEAFSA aresi, in the event that they 
were forcibly detained ly rebel or guerrilla groups or unfriendly tribal 
elements, were incorporated is CDHISAFE/CooBnder Joint iUk force (CCKBF) 
- OEM 116, dated 18 February 1965. snich was auperiilad by uWS/COWlF OSLAK 
llS, dated 2\ Sby 196;. »e 322nd Air Division vu ti*ia mijasd a jrosiaent 
role. 12 

11. Hist, 322nd Air Wv, Jan-Jun 65, pp. 76-77. 

12. list, 322nd Air Mv, Jan-Jan 65, Secret telex, p. 5. 

i),J»i" M T tin. 



Ekficlng for Other Areas' , (li) Although the deflignated recovery- 
area extended fWn 30°H to 30% voria-idde, recovery plans were not pre- 
pared for other than the Enrop^an/MEAPflA areas, which constituted the only 
major land mass over uhldt the spacecraft flev in their planned orhltfl.^ 



■^■^i^ctiiU&WvlthCapt.R. A, WCtof"*! rif flUiffi 



gaming for Other Areas' , (ti) Atthoogi the designated recovery 
area extended from 30°I to 30% vorld-mae, wccnrery plans wre not pre- 
pared for other their the Um>pMn/MEWSi areae, *lch constituted the only 
major land mass over uhlch the spacecraft flev In their planned orhitn.^3 




13. Menrtar, MLW vlth Cant S. A. aCtafflo, MKCSP, 8 Mar 67. 
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{U) Ete IfSotoh Air Base Group participated in recovery planning 
because of the possibility that Hie aenned spacecraft might- lapaet near 
Bersuda, Should this occur or appear lznlnent, Batata vould be designated 
a Spacecraft Becoyery tort. On 22 ftrch 1965, the l&ta Air Bale Oroup 
published IftH AW Operations Order 2-&5, G8S1T Beoovery In Sewis, 
snick ws revised on 23 Ik; 19$ a» ISA ABO OKBD 3-T5. 1T ftiti outlined 
under the QPOSD Included: &peditious handling of aircraft that Ifould 
transport the astronauts and spacecraft from Kindley AJB to the COIOBj 
proTlslon for facilities and personnel to insure safe transfer of the 
spacecraft iron & US. Hairy vessel to KMapJ? AFB and for loading tfta 
spacecraft aboard a XAT3 C-130) support of SSA, isdioel, and other per- 
soanelj security for astronauts and spacecraft. 

(0) Under DBA? direction, channeled through MH8, Air Beseue 
Service prepared a recovery planning document, "Conceptual Global Air 
Becovery Han for Projects Gam, KOI, end A30I10," dated 1 June 1965. 
Operations 

Airlift Support 

(II) fm 1963 through 1966, KAC/HAK. OOXIS units flw a oonildmlle 
amber of special uiignssnt airlift niiiioni to fulfill the ntuirwinti 

— — -xsBra: — — r 

IT. Hist, 1&\ ABO, Jan-Jun fe> SO 2. 

18. Mecon, ffiV, with ikjor C. K. Mrhesd, HAW, lit Har 67- 

aHIMr! 




(U) Bie l6oM:h Air Base Group participated In recovery planning 
because of the possibility that 1he ranned spacecraft night lapaot near 
Berjuda, ShouM this occur or appear iwtnent, leswda voul4 he designated 
a Spacecraft Recovery Port. On 22 March 1965, the l&ltth ilr San Group 
published i$01f AH) Operstiona Order 2-65, Garni Beoovary in Bermuda, 
valch ma revised on 28 Say 1965 as lfcWi ASS OWffl 5-T> 17 Outo outlined 
under the OFOBD Included; Expeditious handling of aircraft that ikuU 
transport the astronauts and spacecraft fros Kiudley AK to the COsTISj 
provision for facilities and personnel to insure safe transfer of the 
spacecraft from a ua Ksvy vessel to Kiudley AEB and for loading tin 
spacecraft ahoard a HAM C-130j support of SABA, Mdlcal, and other psr- 
aonnelj security for astronauts and spacecraft, 

(U) Under UBAF direction, channeled through HUB, Air Bsscue 
Service prepared a recovery planning docunant, "Conceptual QloostX Air 
Recovery Han for ft^ects saosi, HOI, and ASM," dated 1 June 1965.^ 
Operatioas 

Airlift Support 

(V) ftcm 1963 through 1966, XIC/UAfS. 0008 units fltv t ooMidsnbls 

nuiber of special uilgnmeut airlift ulssioni to fulfill the rso,<tfn««nt« 

16. lelecon, to, vfth Col I. X, Blalte, KA005I, 83 Kir ft. 

IT. Hist, licit A30, J«n-0ua 65, 8D 2. 

lfl. «el«en, KS, Kith Major C. H, mirhwd, KttBP, Vt Her 67. 
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of the SABDs issued by U8AF. Known operations were 50 plus missions, 
which airlifted an estimated 5iO passengers and 280 tone of cargo, 1 ' 
Mission* were of <ie following types: 

a. Transport pf space components and technicians from the manu- 
facturers to Cape Kennedy* 

b. transport of space capsules from McDonnell Aircraft Corporation 
at tambert ?leld, St, tola, to Cape Kennedy. 

c. Transport of technical personnel, and space tracSting and coamuai- 
catlons egnirfflant to tracking stations in the Far East and raciflc. 

d. Transport of KtBA personnel, aa directed. 

e. Transport of capsules, after their recovery, from Msyport HftS, 
Jacksonville, Elorlda, to Cape Kennedy, or to lambert Held. 

f . To provide aircraft, as directed, for recovery operations in 
accordance Kith HATS OEM 566. These aircraft vara placed on standby 
alert but could be used for special airlift minion to' prevent their 
remaining idle. Generally, one fr-ltl, or one 0-135, and tw C-130i were 
earmarked for alert. 

(tl) Operation!: began in the first half of FY 1961) vith the establish- 
sent of a training program at Ellington AEJ, Texas, to follow the concluiion 
of the MEKSBY program. MM C-130s and C-130 crewf participated in the 



19. Hgttrea probaMj do not raf]»ct the foil extent of HAC'i contribution 
to the -OMnrc program. Many additional nifiioni' vera flovn, 1963-19&, 
In support of HA8A. which were not specifically identified as boln« in * 
Bupport of asm. Histories, BBTAP, 1963-1966) aiitoiM, mm, 
19ffl-1965i lnterviow, MM with Major S, 2, Meyer, HMXMS, 7 Ite 67, 

SO, Blake 8 Mar 67 Teleoon. 
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program, which vas designed to provide training in the handling and 
loading of space capsules. A toiler plate model of a capsule vas used 
which vas transported later to Klndley AFB for the use of Air Beseue 
Service to train recovery personnel in attaching flotation collars to 
capsules.^ 1 ■ 

(U) While both transport air force! vere reouestea* to perfons missions, 
EAfflF carried out the missions to an increasing extent after 19ft vhen 
WJSTAF aircraft vere largely comiltted to Southeast Asia operations, 
W!B rsasinel reeponsible, fcoBver, for »at of the' support provided 
the tracking stations in the M53IAF area of reiponsiliuty, since many 
of these mission* could he tarried, out Kith little derogation of SSSTST 
mission perfopsnce, 

(<j) All oversea* HAJS/MC units vere coanitted to the nujport of 
the GHOTJ program through support of mission aircraft flying to oversee* 



■ fte 322nd Atr Stviiion played as lmportut role in the 

Europeen/HSireA areas since It »as assigned specific airlift and other 

tails in connection ylth the to Eurojeau/fflA? SA recovery plane referenced 

above, ■ Kits under both plans tn essentially the Hue, Kith the exception 

of tie requirement for assembly of an airlift force for transport of troops 

for forceful recovery. Seoulred services included tot {oU6vio|i ss 

a. Provide airlift force and movement control force, 

21. See JM AM Operations on page 9, 
,_ 22, tut, 322nd Air ht, to-Jua «, pj. 7W0, Secret tem, jp, 5-T. 

■J 
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program, which mi deilgaed to provide tralnlcg to the handllog and 
Sfladlog of space cajauleo, A toller plate aodel of a capsule vm wgtd 
whioh «u trannported lator to Klodley ATO for the uie of Air Beioue 
Service to trelo recovery jetiOpoel In attaching flotation collar! to 
oapiulej, 81 

(V) Mle to* traneport air force! v«re recited to perform alwloii, 
BAW carried out tot »l«ilo«s to ao Increaiteg extent after 19ft nam 
«WA? aircraft were largely comttted to flouthealt Alia opeiatiooj, 
WIS rewtaeS reiponiltla, eomyer, for mit of tw lupport jwiMad 
tte traeUng Jtatlmu to ths \ffioW area of reipowlbUlty, iloet mm 
of then mliilot* could it carried out Kith little derajttloo of UtotAT 
Blaaioo EtrforBaaeet 

(V) AU oyemu WJ8/HK oaitf w» coartttrt to the npjort of 
the GEMJI prograi ttao«$h injiport of ilitloo aircraft fly±mf taj orirmi 



c: 




b. ExerciBfi movement control of participating ATSTflip forces during 
all operations east of 10°w and all participating MAIS forces. 

Ci Erovjde and airlift rescue, transport, confa^nicatJoBs, and main- 
tenance personnel and equipment to Kecovery Coatrol Centers. 

d. Provide route briefings aad other airlift services. 

e. Obtain overflight and entry right? for forces deploying in support 
of the plan? into foreign countries. 

f. Provide the airlift force to transport the task force to secondary 
staging bases in the event of an attest at forceful recovery. 



( u ) MLeyAEB baa bean an important link the vorld-wide SASA 
tracking netyork, supporting radar units and a ejsll group of permanent 
party NASA personnel. Ine 1604th Air Baee Group al^o aupported an intensive 
spacecraft recovery training program conducted in June 19tft. Personnel of 
the Wthj 5toh, 55th, and 5Jth Air Rescue SajadrQaff participated, under the 
direction of a t$aa of experts' fros tha lending and Recovery Siviaion of 
the Flight Operations Directorate of KASA, Training tcok place in St. George's 
Harbour near Klndley A7B. 

(ll) AHRS/A&P vas heavily copoitted to support of the GEMINI program 
in the recovery phase. -* Ihe Commander served a? Mr Aayiwr to the £05 
Manager for Kenned Space flight Operations and tos responsible for global 



£3, HAXPA, Investigation of tha Mission and Structure of KinOley AFB, 
Bermuda, 7 &>v 66, (mAF0|H files); Hist, l&fc AEG, Jan-Jua &i, p, 22. 

2^. 55ie name Air Rescue Service (AES) ires cianged on 8 Jan 66 to Aerospace 
Jteacue and Recovery Service (AKRS), 

25, AR3 (Suffiaary of &rce Deployment), GT-lt (undated), (MAFGJS files)] 
Hist, AES, Jan-Dec 65, pp. ^46. 




(ll) Klndley ABB hm teen an laRrtant link the 1M4U1 WA 
tracking Betyocit, eujjortins radar units and s amU grouf of perjanent 
jurty SASA periowel. at l&Crtij Alt Ban tauj alio »«B»rt«(! u Igtwdi* 
•Iwccraft recovery training jrogriB conducted in Ant 19ft. JeriopW. of 
tte Wto, Sto, 55th, Bid 57th Ajp Bescuo SjusdriiM pertisljsted, under «ie 
direction of a teen of eiperte ft™ the todins and Becovary UvUlou of 
the mart Opejatltra Directorate of SsaA, Tmjstnj took ■Bimi is St. (jeorge'! 
larlour near lOndley AfS. 2 ^ 

(0) MS/Mffo w« heavily counted to eujjort of too Hani »ro$ran 

in tite recovery jtait. 85 ac Cawdor eeryad ac Air Adriaor to tie MP 

tasger for Manned Space Sllsnt Operation! and van nqoutlilz for glow. 

83, HAXPA, Investigation of Die JileJlou and Structure of Bailey JOB, 
Bemuds, 1 jfcv 66, (HAFlffl We«)i list, i&ft ABO, Jea-Jua ft, p, 82, 

24. Du nam Air Reacue Service (MS) wi ehajjgej on 8, Jto 66 to Ajroipace 
Rescue end Recovery Service (AM). 

25. MS (Bumary of feme n»taijent), ffr.4 (undated), (SATOS «le«)j 
Sirt, AB8, An-Jke 65, ty. 45-46. 



aearch and rescue and recovery of apace peraonnel and equipment In 
both planned and contingency operations daring the entire QWTXl aeries. 

(u) In carryins; out its responsibilities ARBS/AJB deployed aircrews, 
pararescueaen, and aircraft to the prioary and planned recovery aresa and 
to operating loeatione around the vorld as Hated belay: 
Mi s si on 

tocation i ti m iy v vi vh vm g x n m 

Patrick ASB x i x x x I x x x x x x 

Grand fink Is, 

Bahamas x X X X X x 

Marco, Trinidad t 

Haftey ®l, Bemuda xxxxx XXXJX 

Bectfe, ami! x x 

Isjes Held, Azores x x x x x 

las Pakas, Canary Is. x x x 



carene la, 
Perth, Australia 
Kwajalein nandi, 

Fiji Is. 
HlctauAffl 
Sorth Kted HAS, 

San Diego 
ranasa Canal Zone 
Hies, Peru 

Ho de Janeiro, Bras. 
Ascension la. 
aeeltis Pieli, Idiya 
Aden 



Kaha AB, Oiinava 
Andersen AB, Guar, 



(cont'd) 



£6, Detailed intonation on ASKS operations is ineluM in notion on 

Technical Bexvicej Operations txlov. 
2T, Slat, ASS, Jan.Pec 65, pp. W49j BOD linsjir for tomi Sun Fli«M 

Spt Opns, Pronation Booklets, Project Oenini, for the Press, 0*4-9, 

KA-11, (21-12, undated, (HARM and KAMI fills), 



(cont'd) lawim 

location I n m w t vi m vni n x xc hi 



(0) JWKnrtng ia a snpisry of AHBa deployments 4y rnlajlon:' 
Mission ilreraft total Peraomiel Eararaacgeamff 1 
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28. Hit, ABB, Jan-Dec 65, p, 48j ABS8, HijliUgati for 196$. 

29. deluded, to total jsaomrt, ttoawfc>ua»an an ipHlally trained 
la jaradrop, lonba diving, ant awrgeney nidloini, and ean top 
Into the oqean or in land a»ai to aeiiit in wcarering epaee hard- 
«sre and peraonnel. 



15 
Technical Services Operations 
Aerospace B es c ue andFecoyery Service d 
aeappnaiblllUes 

(0) ft? responsibilities of toe Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
ta the Project Genini, aa It bepn to 195 k , included! 

a. Bia conduct of recoveiy and support operations In the Korth 
American area. 

b. Sic dfvelopisan.t of a global air contingency recovery plan for 
Gemini and other future mnned space flight programs, 

c. She planning for future employment of specially eo,uipped ABBS 
aircraft to conduct re-entry tracking, post lauding location of the space- 
craft, and recoysry of flight personnel. 

d. Providing the prtary means for recovery in the launch iltt area, 
(u) acre are tvo types of recoveries! planned and. contingency. Hie 

first occurs in areas designated for flighti uhlch an sbortsd in the launch 
phase and for flights being teralaatel under controlled condition! at pre-' 
selected tines, A contingency recovery la ope vhlch occurs anywhere along 
the spacecraft ground trad: and outside planned landing usas, 

(V) ARB3 responsibility for planned wcovsry oovsrsd the lamch site, 
the Hbrth American area, and Greenland, For contlngsnoy rsooviry ARRfl 
deployed forces for each mission as required, 

(») In summation, th« AHR3 role «u to lacatt snA rscsysr the space- 
craft and occupants as quickly as posslbls, oonslstint Kith life operating 
30. AR8S, Participation in Project Ospinl, Ksr It. 



proceduree, and to return then to the location designated by the 
nations! Aeronautics" and Space Ad»loi«tratton,. 



(U) For Genial 1, toe unmanned orbital flijht, Vhich ves launched on 
8 April 1964 vith no recovery planned, ABBS provided coverage for the launch 
site area only, Personnel were deployed vith aircraft ae follow; 

Caje Kennedy; $» HJJiffi helicopters 

Kitrfok Are: m BI-16? anphiblous aircraft 

(S) Oenlni 2 yas the second umanned flight and the flirt of iho lerlca 
for which the retuirenent for recovery yae statedr GT-2 vaj launched along 
the Air Hjrce Hisslle Jeet fange on JS January 186>, after three delays *« 
to »f,sther including hurricanes Cleo and Port,. Use space capsule which had 
Mimed a laUlatic trajectory fell into the Atlantic Ocean at l6°32'n; W"fl% 
slightly over 2MQ ra doroance, shortly after It was sigated at 15WZ (WilO AM 
MX). 

{«) ibr this apace shot ABBS provided the following aircraft and per- 



jayC ilMfo yftffl BC-9TO 



Jattlei; Hi, Jlorlda 2 
Grand lurk Ij., 

Bananas 
Marco, Irlnldad __ 

total 2 
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P ersonnel . (U) One hundred fifty-six personnel, including thirty* 
two parareacuemen, vers layoiyed as crev members. la addition, AHHS fur- 
nished a n«*er of controllers at Cape Kennedy. 

(ll) AfflS forces had deployed and returned to tome bases QM time 
because of the deky due to yeather. All Here deployed a second time 
before 19 January. 

(!l) Detachment 1$, astern taoipnee Beicut end Hecorery Caster. *ich 
had been designated and established at tatrlci AIB.on 1 October I9& to 
support the national space program, tide a contribution to Genial ?. 

(B) /TO had an opportunity to display Its wrts on Genial 3, <*» 
drst manned space flight of the (Mat project. 

(it) Captain Wlice K, love, 48th ASSSj, as the ram cav coasoder 
of an B!-5to thich vis the first airvraft to reach the spacecraft, "Hjlty 
Brown". KSgt fyl, S, lartlnj, jqip»ter, supsryised the parachutiag of 
Bgt Sobert f . Johnson and JUC Janes & Rwle to the spacecraft yjara it 
rested on the vatey south of Bermuda. Siese tro parireicuemea vere 
attaching flotation sear to the craft vhen otharj arrived. 

(V) Four hundred elgMy-six personnel, iacludiag nlusty.jeven para, 
rescuemen, and forty-one aircraft vers deployed if support of Omni 3 as 
Jollomr; 

tocaasB axarn top 

CI-3S W-Jto O^p BMfll 

Rtrick A!B, Florida It 1 8 3J( 

Grand lurk Is., Behani k IS 

Xlndley IB, Jepuia » 10 

Eectfe, Brasll 2 » 

(cont'd) 
•ftranscttemss: 



(cont'd) 



AB CBAt T 
CB-3C HC-5tD HC-91 



lajes Field, Azores 4 11 

tee ralraas, Canary Islands 2 6 

Kano, Hiserla 2 t 

Salisbury, Kiodesia 2 4 

Mauritius, Hascareae Ii. 3 k 

Ferth, Alitalia 2 4 

Sbwnsyille, Australia 2 i 

Kvajaleia Atoll, Kaaoall Is. 2 h 

Jandt, FIJI Wands 2 t 

Sicken JUS, Emit 2 6 
JfQrth Mand MB, 

San Uves, Calif 2 4 

(U) ail sal top first of the Genial flights la Ybich planned and 
contingency recoveries bad t» be considered, hence ae distribution of AWS 
aircraft and creya around the vorlfi between latitudes 3£°H sad 32°S. 

(0) Oeulai ll received the mat ASHS support of any Geniii space 



M Hre tandwd forty-eight personnel, Including ninety paranucueiwi, 
vers deployed around the yo,rld for the second manrnd (Mini spa* flight. 

(u) Aircraft and cre»i sew ccsnltted to &«« locations indicated 
beltjy; 





0I-3C 


HC-5I1J 


D HC-973 


ijj. 


■15b 


Patrick AFS, Florida 


It 








6 


Kindley AFB, Bermuda 




1 


3 




11 


Iaje» lieli, Axons' 




It 






11 


las ratals, Canary Islands 




2 






it 


Saw), Hscrla 




2 






It 


Kiuritiua, Xsicerttt Islands 






2 




It 


Perth, Australia 






2 




it 


BKUYills, Australia 




2 






It 
(cont'd) 



Blckan AFB, Havaii 
Eoward AFB, Canal Zone 
Lima, Peru 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Ascension Island 
Kheelus AB, Libya 
Men, Men Protectorate 



I-3C hj-54d ac-97G 



Haha AB, Okinawa 2 2 4 

Andersen AFB, Guam 2 ^ 

Ifego Rigo, Samoa Islands 2 ^ 

fctal ^ IT 22 3 90 

(U) ReBlnl 5 wa5 launched on 21 August 1965 and recovered normally on 
the 29th. 

(u) Ida 490 personnel, including 73 pararescueEien, vere in place at 
their stations for asprojdjsately fourteen days, 

(U) Locations to ttoick creve and. aircraft vers coisaitted are ahovn 
in the following table. 



■ Patrick AEB, Florida 
Grand Turk, Bahamas 
Kifldley AFB, BeiMida 
Lajee Field, Azores 
las J&lmaa, Canary Islands 
Mauritius, Kaacarene Islands 
Perth, Australia 
Hickam AFB, Hawaii 




(cont'd) IflCAHOM Airoaw 

CI-3C HMaD HW70 BH.K 

Hovard AFB, Canal Sine 2 

Una, Peru 2 

Mo do Janeiro, BraiH 2 

Ascension Island 2 

Bheelus ABj Mbya 1 

Men, Men Protectorate 2 



fthaAB, Oklliava 2 2 1 

Andersen AEB, Quam 2 4 

Pago Pago, SMTO Islands 2 1 

Hamilton ASS, California ( ^^ _2_ t_ 

fetal 4 12 22 * 18 

(II) S«fo» fie launch of Osnlcl 5 additions! ajjort vaa provided 
uten s CE-30 helicopter, piloted by Captain hpnrad fcttieesl, carried five 
Radio Corporation of America coEflunicationa apaolalilta to inspect all of 
the surface amplification stations of the subterlne cable ayitea vhlch 
connects Cape Kennedy with, the down-range tracking stations of the Air 
Force altera Seat Saoge, the trip, vhlch nonslly rejuired ten days by 
surface craft, ma eoapleted in tvo daya. 

(H) Genial 6, scheduled for 25 October 1965, »i cancelled »nen the 
Agena target vehicle »aa destroyed by a hari atart of lta jrirary propulaion 
ayatei. ABBS forces union »ere deployed mt returned to their home haaei. 

(C) Gemini T, scheduled for a fourteeniday flight, wi launched on 
It December, Gemini 6 vas rescheduled for 12 Eaoiibir and Wl to rendeiroua 
Kith 7, denial i failed to get off the launch pad after the engine ignited 
and Immediately and automatically shut dom. It mi finally launched on 
15 Jeceuber aad returned to earth next day after a rsudejvoui vlth Gemini 7. 



a 

After Oeulnl 7 descended on 18 December the too Rescue personnel, Including 

54 psrareecueuen, returned froi their locations. 

(V) JSse aircraft end the locations to which they were, assigned as 

shown below: 

IjOCATION S aaCM W FJe 

CH-3C HC-5to SC-9TG HC-130H 

Patrick AF8, tlorlda It 3 8 

Grand Turk, Bairns 

Hnitey ffiB, Benuda 4 8 

Mauritius, Mascarene Islands 2 4 

Perth, Australia g 4 

Hickam AFB, Hawaii 2 4 

Urn., Peru S 4 

Rio de Janeiro, Brssil 

Ascension Island 2 I. 



Pago Pago, Sanaa Islands 
Dakar, Senegal 
Sato AB, Okinawa 



totals 4 23 3 54 

(u) On thw flight as on fleninl 5 ABRB was able to provide one of 
those Important extras. The Coastal Sentry Quebec, a range vessel operating 
250 mi southwest of Okinawa, stated an urgent requlrewat for sin teflon ring 
Insulators for the power amplifier section of one of lis two FRS.2 low 
frequency coMand tranioltters *ich provide telemetry, display, comand, 
and voice capability. lie rings which were delivered to the 3Ut Aerospace 
Rescue end Recovery Sjuadron, Clark Air Ease, Philippines, *«« th »y w» 
packaged in a waterproof container and dropped to the Cental Bentry wjieen 
on 9 December. 



(U) After a routine doplopent of ABBS forces tor the 16 Harsh 1966 

launch of Oejtnl, those forces were electrified by the ne»s of trouble 

aboard the spacecraft and the plan to terminate the apace fllgit near 

the end of the sixth revolution, Otilnl fl «aa returned fron space to the 

ocean surface close to ths predicted point, 25°25'H, 136-003, *ich Is 

approjdmtely I15C m east of OHuava and 675 fnm Japan, 

(») K-5IU, fe609, piloted by Captain lejlie a. Schneider, arrived 

at the predicted splash point In tine for the- cre» to observe the descent 

and splaahdop of the spacecraft* !(Bree jwawscuE&tn and equipment new 

deployed ton the aireraft and the eplpfflnt, flotation collar,, us attached 

to the spacecraft by the so. After that an itt-1 Kit, vhich contained tvo 

tmnty-au) rafts and supplies, ya« dropped to jupport the f lv« ran on the 

Hater, 

' (U) In addition to Captain Schneider, the cre» included the foUoiing: 

Copilot. irt It John L, Sarker 

navigator Captain U,vid ff. Bchantj 

&dio Operator HC Kearatt a, Spears 

Hl«ht Hechanlc ISgt Eugeni 6. toy 

Eight Mechanic A3C lallM H, Iftort 

iHraracuewn. BSgt tarry I, Heyett 

lararescueHaa A1C Edridge X, KesI 

lararescueisn AJC Olenn H, Koore 

(II) Genial 8 w observed to splash dom at 0832 on 17 Kirch. A 

destroyer, the VSS.Muon, arrived on the scene tt 06002 and took aboard 

the »n, the spacecraft, and the a and It Saetlon (« 300-jouad package of 

radar esjiiprant) tt 062B, 0tj3t>, and 0S5S, rsipsotivily, 
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(0) Bur othar ABHS aircraft tad reached the area of the aplashdo™. 
They vpre: 

I. EJ-1&, #15292, Plipt! Captain Creighton W. Fruit, arrived 
at 0301Z and, after evaluating the sea state, revested permission to land. 
Amission vas denied since the decision vas for the USS Mason to sake the 
Pickup. 

a. BM30B,, iS0969, arrived at 01(502 and remained high overhead, 
serving as a commuulcationa relay station. 

3. Hir.lSB, ft5295, arrived, at OlgOii, Pilot; C«pt»i» David A, 



It. ic-5to, #72665, arrived at 05038, 

tte 400 personnel and 27 aircraft initially deployed; and the 



additional 


crew and aircraft vhich vb 


re launched for the jecovery are 


indicated oelov. 






ant 


MCAOT 


ATJiCBM 


Ks 






CH-3C ic-sto IC-970 


HC-130H 


ft* 15, 








aw 


Patrick AIB, rla, 


1| 


8 


5I1 Amsq 


Klndley AB, Bermuda 




2 I. 


55 AEH5Q 


Ascension lelaad 


2 


V 




Dakar, Senegal 


1 


2. 




Idma, Peru 


2 


It 


58MS9 


Dakar, Senegal 
Mauritius, ifescarene Is. 


2 

2 


It 
It 


67AHIE4 


Kindley AS5, Bermuda 




2 4 


36 ABB3Q 


Seta AB, Okinava 


1 


1 


T6 ABRaq 


Hickam AH, Hayail 
Pago Pago, Samoa Islands 
Perth, Australia' 
Singapore 


! 
2 
2 
2 


It 
5 
5 
5 


7?,™*, 


Naha AB, (Mnava 


1» 


3 , 



8 Units 11 locations It 2 IT 1* 57 

' *3 psraresouoen pKschuted from this aircraft. One mi ttken from other KC-5^- 

(cont'd) 



(cont'd) 

Additional forces which vers launched after decision to land near Okinawa. 

Sana AB, Okinawa - 3 HU-l6B + 2 80-5*1) 
Tachikawa. AB, Japan - 1 HC-130H 

%e aborted after one hour. 

(U) AHHS forces were deployed for Gemini 9 vajch. van to be launched on 

IT May 1966- Vhen the Atlas boou^er being used to launch the Agena target 

vehicle, for docking exercises, aborted the flight, Gemini 9 vas delayed 

two veeka. Sescue forces were returned to their home bases. Gemini $k wis 

launched; finally, on 3 J«m efid. proceeded normally through the recovery. 

Rie redeployment of AHJH.crewa, indicated below, wyn without incident, 



mm 


mmmw 


OTCBAFT 


M| 












cE-30 


HC-54D H0-97O H0-130S 




let 15, 








warn 


Patrick MB, Horida 4 




8 


55MBSQ 


Kindley 4KB, Berauda 


4 


12 


5t AHRBCl 


Lima, Peru 


2 


6 


5TJUTO 


Gritted ftaltlon 4, and 
returned to Iajea Hd, 
Aw>re« 

Orbited BsBltion 5, and 
landed at Mar, Senegal 


1 
1 


3 
3 


6T AHBS4 


Mar, Senegal 


X 


3 


58 ARESft 


Aaceasioa Island 
Mauritius, Maacarene Xalanda 


2 
2 


4 
4 


$um 


Singapore 
Perth, Auatralls 
Pago Pago, Sanaa Islands 
Bickao ffiS, Emit 


2 
2 
2 
2 


6 
6 
6 
6 ■ 


E.SSL. 


Dklnana 


2 


6 



fl Bolts 12 locations 4 2 16 5 T3 

(u) ' Qeaiai 10 iraa a routine space snot for ARRS and, like Gemini 9A> 
without incident during the deployjant show ciIoki 



CH.3C HC-54D HC*9T0 SC-130H 



Patrick AEB, Florida 4 

Kindiey AFB, Bermuda 2 

Lajea Fieitd, Aaoreu 

Zkksr, Senegal 

Lima, Peru 

Aflceaaioii Island 2 

Mauritius, Maecai'spe la^s 

Perth, Australia 

Singapore 2 

Nana AB, Okinawa 

Taenikawa AB, Jajan 

Bago Bigo, Saaos Islands a 

Hickam AJ5, Hawaii _^_ 2 

©Jfeaa 4 10 

(«) taiai 11, alao rostfne and Involved : 



) AKHS perwwaftl at the 



AnCSABT 
CiyC HC^jQ 50-Xff 



76 ARHSft 
76 ASRSQ 
54 ARE3Q 



Cape Kennedy, Ha. 
_ Kinsley AlB, Bflimuda 
,'IeJes Field, Awwee 
Mar, Senegal 
Mauritius, Mstcarene tl. 
Perth, Australia 
Stohikawa AS, Japan 
Ago hgo, Sanaa Islands 
Hlpkai AJB, Hawaii 
Ip1w ; Pant 



k 5 



(V) g«iM 12 »{iilnd lotblae nre thtst i wattei iiflojMnt of t 



ran 


wcaion 


ABEMW 








Sfc£ S£21 EsSS 


Jet 15, 








EABSC 


Cape Kennedy, Florida 


k 




5ll ABBS4 


Mm, Peru 




2 


55 AfflBQ 


Kindley AEB, Bemuds 




3 


57 »« 


lajen Field, Azores 
Mauritius, Kascerene Is, 




1 
1 


58 MS! 


Mauritius, Mascarese la. 




1 


ft ATOM 


Ealtar, Senegal 




2 


36AHBO. 


Tachieava A8, Japan 
Perth, Australia 




2 
1 


TfiAHpq 


Ilcku AfB, Eevall 
Pago Pago, 6eMa ^elands 


8 
8 




79AS88Q 


Perth, Australia 




1 


Totals' 




i 4 


14 


Air Veather 


Service*" 







(U) Hi 1965 MSA reouested assistance froa the fepsrtesit of Psfeas 
I11 gathering veather infoimtiea frosi DOS ships aad weather reconnaissance 
aircraft for use Tjy- the Spaceflight Meteorology Qrcup ylthlA HASA to pre- 
pare wather forecasts for Project Gemini operations and to gather 
atnflspoeric envitfOBMatal data for post flight evaluation.* 2 

Operations 

(V) Dstachpsrt U at Patrick ATI, eiipended 85.75 rancours In pro- 
viding yeather support to the denial sad the Ageaa launcMijs, Sto 
detachment nsde 16 card-to-eard propellent aonitoring forecasts union 
vera traniirtttea sy teletype to the Martin Cojpmy at Bsltiaow, Maryland, 



31, m, Air Heather Support to Project OBKI, 195S,in HAWIH files. 

32, See attechoent |li "Section IX - Heterology" of the Overall Pita, 
MB support for Project (tatnl OpKstiaie, 30 Sep I5S5. 



SECTION IX - METEOROLOGY 



1. General: 



The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has requested 
Bssiiunct from the Department of Defense in the gathering of weather in' 
formation from DOD ships and weather reconnaissance aircraft for use by 
the Spaceflight Meteorology Group within the NASA to prepare weather fore- 
casts for Project GEMlfil operations, aitd to gather atmospheric environ- 
mental data for postfJight evaluation, k; Assistant for Meteorology has 
been designated by the Department of Defense Manager to assist in planning 
and organizing all DOB meteorological assiitance as may be needed for 
Project GEMINI, 



?., Under authority delegated by the DOD Manager, the Assistant for 
Meteorology is responsible for: 

a. Preparation of plans for using BOD meteorological people, equipment, 
and other assets to meet the meteorological support requiraents established 
by the NASA. 

b. Assisting the DOD Manager in the operational control of weather 
reconnaissance forces and in directing these forces when world-wide meteor- 
ological situations dictate. 

c. Preparation of plans for gathering meteorological forecast data 

to be used by the Spaceflight Meteorology Group within the NASA in preparing 
forecasts for Project GEMINI operations and assuring the timely receipt of 
these data by the Spaceflight Meteorology Group. 

d. Acting as the focal point for all meteorological requirements 
generated by the NASA that are within the capability of DOD forces and 
establishing and maintaining liaison with the Spaceflight Meteorological 
Group within the NASA in order to identify meteorological needs and apprise 
the NASA of DOD capabilities. 



<&/"/ 
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producer of the Titan booster, Tnese forecasts vere derived from wind, 
temperature and humidity observations made at launch g^te from ground 
level to approximately 150 feet. The data was recorded on punch cards 
and the information transmitted to Martin - Baltiiporc vhere a duplicate 
set of punch cards vere made. In addition, four upper-air Kind forecasts 
vera sent to the Space Bight Meteorological Group via teletype, and 
numerous" forecasts vere telephoned to the project officers for both the 
jgeaa ami Gemini. Completing the launch veather support vas an AtS air- 
borne weather observer flying directly over the launch area. 

(0) »e, planned three-day flight ran Into trouble during the sixth . 
orbit vhich meant landing in the ocean area of Iw Jlffl yhere veather 
data vas normally sparse or non-existent. ' 

(U) fortunately, the Fuchu Scatter Center (])etachment 1, ljt Heather 
Hag) had just gridded an ESA-2 satellite cloud picture Vblch included 
the landing area. a» picture confirmed the favorable cloud-cover fore- 
cast for the area, This information vaa passed to the liavy via radio 
facsimile marking the first time, at least in the Riolfle, that data 
received froB one satellite vas used to aid in the recovery of another. 

(«) One of the projects of interest to AK that vai to have been 
performed by the Gemini astronauts involved spectrograjuie Miiurraenti 
of the oxygen absorption spectra of solar radiation reflected from cloud 
tons. The spectrograph vas to have been hand held vita observation! Bade 
through one of the spacecraft vindova. The vievinj itjli vith the vertical 
vas not to have exceeded 5 degrees vith observations made seven tU« for 
ten minutes each period. Ground tracks of the spacecraft for the seven 



observational periods were to hare been determined and COD regotinaioaaace 
aircraft were assigned to support ohaarvatioije during five of the periods. 

(0) &e national Range Division (fflffi) STATCW res deaignatcd as the 
point of contact for scheduling the support in the vest Sacific, west 
Atlantic, and eaat Atlantic. In the event that no clouds vere encountered 
during the observing periods, additional periods vere to have been scheduled, 
She objective of the cloud-top experiment was to establish the feasibility 
of determining cloud top heights from an orbiting satellite. lae three DOD 
units scheduled to fly the support missions" were the Kavy Squadron W-lf, 
Lajes Field] the 53rd Veather Reconnaissance Squadron, Hunter AE3, Georgia, 
and a ffevy unit in the Facific. However, the early termination of Getsinl 8 
caused tills experiaent to be dropped, 

(u) Although all the desired objectives of Geniini 9, launched on 3 June, 
vere aot achieved (the shroud on the docking vehicle felled to aeparate), 
much, valuable knowledge for future niagions vas obtained. The weather is 
the vest Atlantic prisary recovery zone vaa other than ideal, or even 
desirable, i&ltiple cloud layers with lowest ceiling! down to 1500 feet, 
scattered showers and aoiw&at restricted vlsibilitiei in haze cauied con- 
cern. However, the recovery forces demonstrated an ability to operate In 
these adverse conditions Had, conditions been juit a Httie wor«, one of 
the other landing zones would have been chosen. Shi txparienoff gained, 
however, gave the recovery forcee confidence in ojwatisg In the future 
under marginal conditions when alternate landing icnej wuW b*ve been 
■unavailable. 
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(ll) All the Gemini flights Here monitored by Lt. Colonel Dunn, of 
Operating location 2 at Mission Control Center, Bougton, Texas, vhere 
weather data from both the primary and contingency landing areaa was 
displayed on televiaioh monitoring panels. 

(y) Weather reconnaissance support vaa provided by the US Havy end 
the Air Vea^her Service. The Kayy flair its aisgiosa in the eastern Atlantic, 
staging out pf ^ajes in the Azores and Dafcar, Senegal! and in the vefltern 
ffeoific, staging out of Guam. Ihe AW3 weather reconnaissance aircraft 
operated in the western Atlantic out of Kamey APB, Puerto Rtco, and in 
qui mid-Sacific out of Hickan AFB, Sausli. 

(U) la toe Atlantic area assigned to the 53rd Vtather Beconoaissancfi 
Squadron a total of eight {ten&i support nissiflns vera flown is i960" by tot 
B^iiadroa'B W-13OB aircraft requiring 68:20 flying hcwi, 53i« 5to Weather 
Eecorinaitaance Squadron in the aid-Pacific area fle¥ id ainiofli involving 
35P;95 flying hours usisg its WC-130E aircraft, 
Aerospace Audio-Visual Service 

(u) 5he Depertnent of Defense Representative lor Hanned Space Sight 

Support asked the Aerospace Audio-yiiual Service (AAVB)33 o b 6 March l$$h 

to provide airborne photo support for the first Geminl^itin (QT-l) launch. 

?his support was to be similar to that given by AAVS on the lait Harcury- 

AtlAS launch. MV8 pwiohnel would use a C-$k aircraft vith motion picture 

cameras mounted in the cargo doorway. An M45 tracking mount, developed by 

the service, would provide missile track capability. 

33. At this tine the Service was named the Air Photographic and Charting Ser- 
vice (APCS). It vae redesignated on 8 Jan lg66* However, throughout thia 
history it will be identified as AAVS, ' 



(U) This photography was iaportant to the program lor launch coverage 
ehouM the launch site be obscured by clouds. The aircraft raid orbit 
three miles from the launch Bite at an altitude of up to 10,O0p feet. She 
cameras vould pick-up and begin filjning the booster as soba after lift-off 
as possible, tracing It to to,000 feet.* 

(U) Ihe coverage of the Mercury launches had not been highly successful, 
but MVS had been the first to achieve any results froa an airborne platform.^? 

(u) It va» obvious that should a launch have to proceed for any reason, 
vhen there vaa heavy cloud cover, any coverage rail be better than no coverage 
at all. 

(U) HUM also vanted be much aerial photographic coverage at possible of 
the GI-1 launch, ISe apace agency had tro reasoai". lie GJ-1 flight ya« for 
purposes of structural evaluation of the booster and capsule. Becondj HA3A 
sauted to determine «uo could provide the best aerial photographic capability 
and determine If the results vere vorth the effort, la addition, AWB cameraiea 
and photographers vera given documentation assighssnta Kith the Air Rescue 
Service unite" pre-positioned around the vorld for recovery operations.^ 

(IT) The aerial coverage on the GT-1 launch «« a failure. B» aircraft 
pover supply *as not adequate to operate the cawris at normal speed. As a 
result the fill »bo ovor-exnosed.37 

5rHigrwl^ : 5r^"Srto*AB5IT5irlljliitary"A!55^1983^ 

35. Mew for Becord, telecon, Capt, E, B. Wet, AAV6, vlth Mr. B. Murphy, NASA, 
21 fty 63, Hr. Hurnhy' stated that the track on the MA-0 looked good. SASA 
Minageient yae hajpy nith the rejulto and similar lupport wuld probably be 
asked for Gemini. 

36. Memo for Becord, H.W, Kay, HOD Kgr for Manned 6peo« night Support Office, 
"ftotographlc Coverage of Of-l", 30 Mar Ml ttr, Harold Albert, Aiit DCS. 
ftoto, AKS to 13S5th Koto Si, "Documentary Aiiignuent, OH," 27 Mar ». 

37. Based on personal ylening of notion plcturt footage by APOB Hiitorlan. 
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(U) TO enhance the quality of photography on thin project, the 1365th 
Pboto Squadron installed a sequential timing capability. Toe oystera con- 
verted a KKVpulse per second tone burst from a ground transmitter iato electrical 
energy. &ts in turn fired the Mitchell tilting blocks which then eiajoeed the 
tiafng signal on the perforated efee of the fil». 1365* and 1370th Roto 
Happing Wing maintenance personnel also modified the H-i»5 to eliminate vibration 
and increase turn and tilt ratee. 2je Hquadron also worlted out procedures to 
decrease the Krtreae nover drain on the aircraft. 3 s 

(u) Although these changes were uot complete by 28 Bay, an AAV5 aerial 
caEera crev successfully f lined the launch of the Apollo Moon Vehicle Kockup 
on that date.® 

Airborne M Ca gerae 

(il) Meanwhile, the DOD SeprescrtatiYe on the project was considering the 
use of the AAVS-developed airborne pod cameras on future Genial launches. On 
the Msoury lamches and the first Gemini shot, the ffavy'e VAP-62 had provided 
the structural mirvelllance photography for the portion of the flight through 
the maiisium dynamic pressure (Msx ?) region bfltvsen 110,000 and 50,000 feet. 
But, as early as 2h June 196\ there va« discussion of AAVS's capability to 
provide thla support. 1 " On 31 August, the BOD Manager for toned Space Bight 

38. Hist, 1365 aoto Si, Jan-Jun &, p. 38j KX, DW, 11-5-16, tOB Rep for Pro,) 
Genial to AKS, li Kay ftj Hffi, fflOCE 18-E-53, 1370 W) to AK8, 19 Sty 6<n 
(tog, AOTD 22*01, AKS to DOB Hep for ftoj Groinl) 21 Kay A, 

39, Based on personal viewing of motion picture footage by AAVS Historian. 
10, Mag, HUM 3-6-5, DOB Banned Space Flight Support Office to OBICWSM, 

AKS, ASWC and SASA MSC, 6 Mar 6k) Mr, lelecon, Cipt Howard Wee, 
AAVB, with Oast Kidder, ran, * ton o\ 
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Support asked USAF to provide this coverage lining Tactical Air Command aircraft 
and the AWS Type If pods, 1 * 1 

(0) These pods had grova out of early efforts to provide air-to-air photo- 
graphy for MVS notion picture productions. Further development had come during 
the Cuban Crisis in 1969 vheo the need for over-the-target documentation vae 
spotlighted. AAVB development »ork had led to the manufacture of an aero- 
dyjiaoically clean enclosure, for motion picture cameras. 

(U) During teats in 196\ MVS tried out a closed-circuit television 
system. AWS had designed this system for installation In the pod vheu pro- 
duction footage, requiring accurately framed f iin was exposed. 

(V) This systep used t«o pods. One pod housed the prime motion picture 
camera, ea 80-frsme per second Rilsetsaster 1235 35sa equipped vita a 32-iach 
Cmnitar lens. Die second pod housed a 200-frame Ter second tesnitor 600 Idas 
camera, ii the sane pod vas a Kintel 8000 televlsicii camera which shared a 
single alt-inch Cigiiiar lena vith the motion picture oemera. A- co-axial cable 
led froia the TV cessra to a cockpit monitor. All focussing, exposures and 
other adjustments vera made before flight. The TV Tievfinder aliased the 
pilot, or backseat photographer, es the case Bight be, to aee exactly what 
the camera esy and thus fly the aircraft to get the best possible picture, 

(ll) ten BASA launched the Kariner in Interplanetary probe on 5 Kovember 

1?6\ AAVa and SAC used the opportunity to practice high-altitude photographic 

support irtth the pod using the closed-circuit W system. Deipite cloud oover, 

ta. Msg, mm 1-9-1, DOD Mgr for fanned Space Pit to CBAI, 1 Sap 6ks Hsg, 

AMD 31,H-l6, AK3 to HATS, 31 Aug ik, 
hi. Kpt, TAC, "Second Report", TAB Test 62-77," 15 Oct &, pp, 3-lt-5. 



failure of the vidicon, and the ipaljility to use radar fgr positioning, 

the TAp aircraft acquired pictography of the ICBM launch from £5,000 

through 68,000 feet. 1 " 3 

(u) This vaa the first time this had ever been done. Col. J.E. Warren, 

Chief of the K)D Manned Space Flight Support Office, stated: 

"On 5 Nov &i vith the launch of the Jto-iner- interplanetary probe, 
pesters of your organizations teamed up to perform a function pre- 
viously attested but never before accomplished, thia function being 
to provide airborne documentary photo coverage on an ICEM-type 
missile in flight through altitudes of up to 68,000 feet. In spite of 
the inability of radar to assist in positioning and vectoring, a eloud 
cover voice c-bacurred their viev of the launch, and their inexperience 
in this field of operations, the flight crews, supported by excellent 
air refueling support and ground maintenance, were able to achieve 
excellent photographic results vnen the edds were ovemheMngty figsinet 
them. !fcis is a first in the history of the Air Force Ssatern 5est 
Kange, end a pajor milestone in our ability to gather usable Informa- 
tion for future space programs. . .It has been a professional and 
coEneadable teaa effort for all. Although the Job of photographing 
the Geaini/iatan II launch has not been cocjpleted, I feel confident 
that the results of their work vJU be equally at gratifying .ae on 
the Mariner launch."*^ 

(tf) MVS pods vere used again for the Iferiner IV launch on S8 November 

and the Cen.te.uM launch on U December, Coyerage was excellent and in great 

demand as a result of the booster malfunction during launch. When NASA's 

Director of Test Support requested coverage of the Centaur launch, be praised 

the photography on the i&riner launch: 

"The scheduling c ; this support by your office for our launch 
attests during the flrat vee's in December is appreciated. Eta 
availability of this high-altitude photography lupport, oijecially 
the presence of one f-kC aircraft on station during our hold for 



Itf. flpt, DCS/ltoto, AJC8 "Act Hpt," p. l6j M, DBMS 10-11-9, COD Hgr for 
Manned Space Pit to MATS, SAQ, and APCS, 10 Hoy 6Uj Bpt. "Progress 
Report Summary, OT-2 High Altitude Hioto Coverage Tast, 6 Dee & 

iik, IK, CMS 10-11-9, BOD Hgr for Ifand Bpacfl Et Sppt to TAC, MASS, SAC, 
and AKS, 10 Hoy OK 



weather at 1-5 on 5 December 1S6\ greatly Influenced the launch 
directors decision to valve optica requirements placed on ETA for 
the launch. fne Quality of the coverage obtained on recent Mariner 
launch was excellent. In our opinion, the value of the film for 
engineering analysis purposes, considering vehicle altitudes 
during coverage, exceeded that of any other film obtained (ground 
based or aerial}."^' 

(U) The destruction of the Centaur-lt led to establishing procedures for 
film-handling if a Gemini should be lost. The pod-carrying aireraft were to 
kna at Patrick JM where the ftta would be dona-loaded, BC4, which had the 
photo mission at the Cape, would process the i6jbd film for "guick look use 
by BSi, The 35ms vould be taken by car to the MVS (1365th ftoto So.) labora- 
tory at Orlando, about 50 miles vest, The 1365 lab raid give it priority 



processing and return It to the C 



,W 



(U) The horizontal vlev of the vehicle acquired by the obese-plane 
cameras vas far superior to the "up-the-tail" vlev provided by ground-based 
ceaeras, la addition, the filming vas done while the booster vas 25,000 to 
90,000 feet above the earth. This eliminated a good part of the distortion 
created by the thick atKosphere at the earth's surface. 

(U) Through this series of launches, IK had used both the M and 
F-llA as carriers. M early as October, however, the KB test ving at Kellie 
m suggested the- the be the primary aircraft for carrying the pods, since 
the inboard sing station of that aircraft was much more stable than tha same 
station of the E-lCt. MVS agreed. ^ 



1(5. m, DOB 9-12-18, MD Mgr for Maud Sp Pit Sppt to CMF, AKS, ItfSO FIS, 

TAC, and others, 9 Bee ft. 
k6, TSK, DUB 62506, HOD Mjr to APC8, T to 65. 
Iff. THC, WOP-m 10010, 4520 CCfflJiMf to IA0, 8 Oct 6*1 Mlg, «TO OOffil, 

AfCS to TAB, 16 Sov A, 
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(U) By 15 December, the DOD Manager for Manned Space Flight Support 

had reached the same conclusion. In answer to a query from the USAF Chief 

of Staff, he replied that "Evaluation of filjn shot to date and economic use 

of both resources and finances has dictated that future high-altitude photo 

aircraft will be the tkQ." 1 ^ 

(u) A prohleni was discovered on the pods, however, which aLsost blocked 

their usefulness for the Gemini program. At the high altitudes to which they 

vere flown, the nose-cone window fogged over. A number of fixes were attempted 

but none proved setiafactory, 3&en someone thought of a hand-held hair-dryer. 

ftls was tried and it worked, AAVB bought four — one for each pod,'' 

(0) There was spue hesitancy on the pert of NASA to support the high 

altitude pod-nounted cameras which AAVS vaa using, Despite direction by 

MAIS in September 196\ AAVS found, after committing funds necessary to 

obtain the equips* seeded to outfit a third IAC aircraft, that DOS and 

MSA were either "unwilling Qr unable" to pay for thie siuijment.? AAVS 

had bought the eouipsent only after IAC had agreed that the only way to 

insure coverage waa to have s third tkC on airborne alert, ready to take 

over iwediatety should one of the priiary aircraft hive trouble.' 1 AAVS 

told MAIS and HJD that if it vere not reimbursed, It would tend the pod and 

photo equipment to Vietnam where it was" needed. However, AAVS still felt 

the airborne spare was necessary at Cape Kennedy,^ 

46. mat, IBB 15-18-32, Bffl Mjr for tented Space Jlight Supp to SAC, IAC, 
end AK8, 15 Dec (A. 

49. IOM, Mr. I.B, Albert, Asst KS/ftoto, AKfl, to SCS/Kiteritl, "Emergency 
Erocurement for OemM 01-2, " 2 Dee fit. 

50. Msg, AOTP OOO56, AK6 to MAIS, T Jan 65. 

51. Ibid. 

52. Ibid. 



(u) ftie pods raoiinted on the fhC'a provided photography "of excellent 
quality" on the Gf-2 launch. NASA was especially happy vlth the results and 
other program, such as Titan III, Apollo and Saturn had made inquiries 
about the service, Aa a result, the DOD Manager for Manned. Space flight 
Support asked that the support he continued through the remainder of the 
Gemini program. TAG did not vant to continue the program, so the Air Force 
Audio-Vieual Task Group asked Aif Force Syetejoe CommI to provide the air- 
craft for launches beginning with GTfJ. Ufce DOS manager also acknowledged 
the need for additional funding for training flights but ignored the question 
of equipment funds. 53 

(El) AAVS iteonaeaded thre2 aircraft be used and aflked for "necessary 
dollar support." 3ut no reply vas forthcoming and a jsontn later, on If &rcn, 
AAVS repeated its request. At the ease time it stated it vas deploying only 
two systems for the GT-3 launch.^ 

(u) 2ie next day the POD Banned sjace flight manager replied that "in 
order to assure that two AAVS equipped SAC Fta aircraft are on station during 
the Geoini launches it appears desirable to have another fully equipped air- 
craft having. . .spare photographic equipment installed on & atrip alert iasis 
at the staging base. ''55 AAVS, on the basis of thii statement proceeded vlth 
arrangements to provide the coverage,' 1 

53- IHX, AFXOFB 82024, CSAF to HATS, AFSC, AAVS, etc, 1 Feb 65J TKX, AFCAV 
90365, CSAF to TAG, 6 Feb 6?j M, DEK8 62573* SOD Kgr ttx Hanned 8p Sit 
to APCS and AF8C, 5 Feb 65. 

% Hag, APFDD 00l»08, APCS to DQD Mgr for Mend 8p Fit, 8 Fib 65J Msg, APFDD 
00719, APCS to DOD Hgr, k Mar 65. 

55. THE, IM3 62690, DOD Mgr for Jtond Sp Fit to APCS, 5 Mir 65. 

56. Msg, Am© OO76O, APCS to 1352d Kioto Gp, 6 Mar 65- 
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(U) TAC pllotg flew a practice mission on the Ranger launch, in early . 
March with good results, ' but because of late aBalgnaent, missed a chance 
to practice on two other launches.* 

(U) All cameras assigned to QT-3 functioned properly and the product 
was in sharp focus and properly exposed, I»t. General Leighton 1, Davie, DGD 
Manager for Manned Space Flight Support Operations, reported to the Secretary 
of Defense, "Photographic results from all three aircraft were good through 
the area of primary interest."^ 

(U) Actually, however; the jiiotography brought hack was of nargiaal 
quality In tracking. AAVB attributed this to the late assignment of the 
mission, a lack of full-time assiped aircrews, and acconpli&hrant -of only 
one practice profile for radar positioning, 

(U) Ho Improve the tracking capability, AFETR let a contract to Jfortonics 
on 30 April to purchase two tracking error detection systems (A-TED3) for use 
with the MVS poet ayateni, It asked AAVS to cooperate by loaning the coinpBny 
some of its pod equipment. 

(u) The (JT-if shot had brought both good photography and good tracking. 
This launch concluded fEAC support to the Gemini program. Henceforth, at 
USA? direction, APSC would provide the chase aircraft, MO immediately 



57- Based on AAV3. Historian's viewing results of fito, 

58, Lfcr, 5.B. Albert, Asat DC3/Photo, PAC8, to DOD Hgr for Hum* &mi< Fit, 
"fieport on DOD Support to Project Gemini," 30 Mar 65. 

59. Report, Gen. Dayis to Secretary of Defense Staff, Report rf SOD Support for 
the Month of March 19&V 8 Apr 65. 

60, Ltr, H.B, Albert, As&t ECS/Photo, AKS, to DOD Hp for Huued Space lit, 
"Eaport on DOp Support to Project Gemini," 30 Mar fijj. 

61. TK, DDM3 62888, DOD Hgr for Hnnd Bp Pit to APCS, 6 May 65* Mi'g, ABtSS 
01^2, APCS to 13524 Paoto Op, 7 May 65. Docu. Mr. % 



designated three aircraft for the project and directed them to Eglin AFB 
by 1 July for equipment installation. Die aircraft, redesignated ae 
CHASE I, 112 end III for W-5, would stage from Macplll AFB for G2-5, a* 
had the TAC aircraft. Beginning with GT-6, the systems cownd aircraft 
vould stage from Eglin. " 

(U) AU the cameras functioned properly with the exception of a 
shutter failure on one of the Northridge 35^ cameras. She abutter failed 
during the aircraft pull-up on the missile. 3J» remaining footage was of 
Barginal quality. Once again, lack of practice in radar positioning was a 
cause, as was the lack of aircrev continuity in practice. Hie third cauBe, 
however, was traceable to the radar controller, who lost the second air* 
craft for 15 seconds just prior to the launch and directed the aircraft 
to roll out unless the pilot had visual contact with the missile. She pilot 
under-shot his target as a result and had to make drastic corrections to 
begin his pull-up, Ma led to poor track- 

(u) 2n addition to recommendations for aircrev integrity and additional 
radar positioning training, the idea was broached of using the new nose 
blister being designed for F-4C combat documentation, 

(U) On 2 September, personnel frog Air Proving Grounds Ccjsaand, Hortonica 
Division of Korthrup, and AAV8 met to plan the Installation of the nev optical 

62. J.E, ; s Notes, APC8 Staff Meeting, 8 Jutl 65; Mlg, AJTO 01?68, AFCSto 080, 
4 Jim 6jj M, SC9S? 25303, AFSO to AKS, ik Jun 65; Up*, DC8/Rioto, p. k, 

63. APQC Ops Dir 91672, "Semini/P-te aotochase Support," 17 Aug 65, J. 10. 

64. I0M, MaJ. H. G. Qivons, Ch, Caaera Division, 1365 ftoto 84, to QpsAtions 
Division, 1365th, "Report on 05-5/ 31 Aug frlftibnltttf to KB Hgr m 



trackers for the pod cameras, !The new ATTC2 system arrived at Sglin In 
September and vas installed by 8 October. 

(U) MaJ. to, V.O. Huston, Deputy Director (or WD Maped Space Flight 
Support, reported to the Secretary of Defease, that "It Is expected that 
tracking and photographic results in the maxtaum aerodynamic pressure region 
of missile flight will he greatly improved." A month later, however, he 
reported that technical difficulties prevented use of the A3ED, She DOD 
office at the Cape expected the problem to he solved before the QT-7/6 
launch. ' 

(0) It was not. On 12 Kovemaer, AAY8 told its subordinate unit! that 
tests of the AW) had been postponed indefinitely. Seven flight sorties 
showed the system performed satisfactorily in the pitch mode for straight 
and level flight, but created divergent oscillations in yaw. Wiile the 
Kortronica engineers felt it could'be corrected, the company refused to 
provide further support on the original contract, since they had already 
absorbed expenses equal to the original dollar value of the contract. Ihere 

68 
was no funds available for MVS to pay for the necessary changes. 

(u) Consequently, the Systems Command aircraft documented the fflVj^ 

launch without the optical tracking tyetem. Ihe K)D Manager admitted that 

65. Bpt, ARJC, Project 9167Z, Gemini/MC Photochase Support. "Planning 
Meeting for Installation of Itortronlc'i Optical Iracser, % Sep 65) 
Bpt, Halter (Micro, 1365th Photo Sq., "Oemini Photo Support," 8 Oct 65. 

66. Spt, M/Qen Huston to Sec of Kef, "Beport for Month of September 1965/ 
15 Oct 65, p. k, 

67. Bpt, den Hasten to Sec of Def, "Beport for the Month of October," 19 Nov 65. 

68. Msg, APTO 03203, APCS to 1352 Photo Op and 1365th Hafti Sq, 12 Sov 651 
IOM, Sqdn Br J, Jepson, Chief, Probes 4 Oemini Support Division, APM, 

to PQISt, AP3C, "Project 9167Z, Oe»lnl/p-l(C Pnotoohue Support," alt Nov 653 
MR,, SMSgt M.M, Barmack, Bsp Sir, locu Div, ECS/Photo, APCB, to Xr, H.B. 
Albert. Asst ffifl/Shoto. APCS. (!.. 10 llov ft. 
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the F-hC photography vat "excelle&t" the "beat to date." Hovaysr, it , 
was not aa smooth aa the photography acquired by the new Airborne Light- 
weight Optical Tracking Syetea (AI/W&) installed to an tpCC-135. Ma system 
was Used for the first time on the GT-7 shot with excellent results. It vas 
also scheduled for GT-6 but vas cancelled because of aircraft engine trouble.^ 
for GTA-6, HASA redesignated the photo mission from "h£gh altitude photography" 
to "ejigineering sequential photography."? 

(«) On 15 Becember, Lt, General Davie told AHffi that he anticipated no 
further requirement for F- photo chase support on the Gealui Program, Biis 
decision had resulted from a short discussion between hia and the Geolztt alesioa 
director during the GT-T/6 mission. At that time an agreement vas reached to 
abandon the F-^C photo chase aircraft in favor of the ALGTS aircraft. Eight 
days later, AF&C told APGC that unless nev directions vers received by 10 
January, AB3C v&a to remove the- pod wiring from the F-Va, 

(v) AAV8 did not hear about this until early January and then got the 
infortsation only indirectly. On 13 January, it aj&ed the DOD Manager for 
guidance. On 20 January, AAVS again queried the DOD J&nager, On 22 January, 
the DOD Manned Space Flight Manager told MVS that it vould iaiue instructions 
as soon as a decision vas sade. ' 

69, Itpti, MaJ. Gen, Vincent G. Huston, Dep DOD Hgr for Manned Space Jit Support 
Ops to Sec of Def "Heport of DOD Support of Uunwd Space Flight for the 
Month of DacflBiber 1965/ 10 Jan 66, 

70, Rpt, BOD Harmed Space Eight Support Office," Aircraft Support Smeary for 
&oject Gemini MUsion GEA-6. 

71, TKK, BGBST WffiJ, AFSC to APGC and AFSWC, 23 Die 65j Keao, DIMS tc Director, 
Mission Operations, tfASA, "Hi-Altitude Riotograpaie Support for Gt&ini 
launches," 11 Feb 66. 

72, Mag, AVFDD OOO89, MVS to DOD Mgr for Manned Space Fit,, 13 Jan 65. 
Mag, AVFGD 00135, AAV3 to DOD Mgr for Manned Space Fit., 20 Jan &i 
m, DIMS 62, DOD Hgr to AAVS, 22 Jsn 66, 
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{U) The DQD Manager went to the Director of Mission Operations fop 
HAS* for toe answer. 8e pointed out that at present there vas only one 
. AK»S-eo,uippe4 alroraft. Additional aircraft would not be available for 
a year and a half. The HOD could not ccmlt Itself to a nandatory enpjort 
requirement with only one aircraft -r especially since the aircraft would 
haw to support both the Sestern ant astern lest ranges, Coupled with 
the problem of aircraft maintenance, this could nullify hlgh-4titude photo 
support, JJiif has happened during (H-6, ae KID office therefore asked 
8A8A to answer three najor questions, First, was the high-altitude photo- 
graphy a mandatory or a dcairable requirement. Second, was there any require- 
lent for S„W back-up photo support. Finally, if ?-W support was reejiired, 
was HJSS willing to fund the support.^ 

(U) JFEB pointed out tMt although four tlfllB aircraft vers scheduled, 
the one in the inventory would be at the contractor's plant during the first 
week ia April and for two wiekj per raath between August and December, tte 
teat range asked that the S"-^ capability be naintained through calendar 
year 1966. '"* 

(tl) AFCS said it would provide the necessary support if MBA vai willing 
to reimburse it and that it would have to know by k Kirch if it wre to lupport 
5TA4S, since the pods were scheduled for e training flla production begintag 
f Hareh. On k *rch, MVS wet advised that MC supsort mild not be retuiwd 
on UEA-8 or any following launches.^ 



T3. Nero, m>Hp for Manned apace lit to Director, Minion Operations, 
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75. MX, SOBM 15*83, AFSC to am, HBD, BOD Manager, 1 Hsr 66j Msg, ATCDD 
00te9, MVS to AfflH, SSS, and m Mgr, 2 H» 661 IK, B0HF4 30092, 
Om to AA1B, 4 Kar 66. 



(U) AAVS continued its coverage of recovery activities on the Gemini 
program. Bie aerial photography from the C-'jk had stopped folloving GI-2. ' 

(U) Recovery activities coverage had seen acconiplished during all the 
denial aissions. AAV8 stationed photographers at opportune location! around 
the vorld. In addition, the service covered AEBS practice for recovery opera- 
tions. On one such project the first tragedy connected nith the Geaisl program . 
occurred. An Wjk and an BC.-97 flying out of Kindley Affi, Berouda, on. 29 
June Kere practicing recovery operations. In addition to the regular crew, 
AAV3 caEeraran SSgt A. S, Rankin vas aboard the HC-Ji} and caserasan A1C S. B. 
Chayers saa fljiug in the HC-97. *= tw> aircraft exploded In aid-air as the 
HCrSlt collided iiith the HC-97. 

(v) On the actual, recovery operations, AAVB caranMi had their inare of 
problems. On GT-2, they covered the Savy recovery free an ABE3 aircraft. 
Hovsvcr, the courier aircraft vhleh sas to return the film tsa MuidM 
never arrived, Consequently, the 3m ECN and blade and liite fila shot by 
MVB personnel on 19 January did not return to Orlando until £0 and 21 January, ^ 

(tl) Rr St»3, AAVB put a three nan crey, consisting of two csarjEen, one 
shooting Jjm color and the other using BStW fila, and one $iotograuher, aboard 
each of the two prise aircraft in the primary recovery area. Coverage included 
departure of HC-5Vs on the Elision, inflight legyences of the pnrareacuemen 

76. UK, DIMS 62693, BSD Mgr to AKS,.,8 Har 65. 

77, Br, Oapt J, lobert King, Ant, Ops. Officer, 1355th ftsto Bo,,, to toon. 
Mr., WU/raotQMVB, "Kioto Million Bejort on OM," 29 Jan 65. 



Buiting up and Jumping, and activities about the capsule in tae nuter. 
Aerial congestion in the splash-dovn area made it necessary for the iiC-5 1 } 
to stead-off; thus, the cameramen had to use long focal length leases, 
ttis ccabined vita the necessary hand-heH node of causa Gyration caused 
ouch of the OM to oe Juspy And again courier service caused sate Yorry. 
Bie courier was to return on h plane already full of eautpiBnt and people. 
He had to "hupp" a passenger already on hoard. T 8 

(u) trior to Bl-i, USB had to unoertate an ecteffllTB srogrea to. 
provide f ilia clips covering support operations fcy ike various' 080 lOrganl* 
zatious participating in Aspect Genial.™ 

(ff) On 014, support to Air Rescue Included coverage of preparation- 
activities of global contingency forces at respective locations. Ala 
isoMed naitoring cquufc-dovn, osMtal surveillance- and preparation for 
recovery of the capsule. 

(0) An AAW photographic crev deployed os Ik August 1965 for Kiadley 
AW, lerauda, to iocuoent the 55th Air Seseue Sjuadron'i participation m 
05-5. This" erev consisted of a project officer, four caserasea and too 



(8) Die 55tli had eliesdy deployed tra- aircraft to Mm, Peru and t» 
aircraft to Howard AfB, Canal Zone, 9a launch day, tyo JMf> «4 »»» 
C-S^t were airborne In Vm event of an emergency, trails f* «*Sh t * 4l y file**, 
one H0-9T vss on constant tm-hoar atot and one JC-9T «w on 30-uluuijt alert 

18. Mr, H,8, Albert, Ant. DOS/Eioto, AAVS, .to WD Kgr tor ltastd Spiot 1M, 

"Beport on BB Support to Eroject denial," 30 Kir 55, 
to. Tiff, 1BS-J 63061, Ml Hgr to ilSSFBO, 26 Kiy 65. 
80. Hem for Becord, 1st Lt. J. M, Peterson, Erojeot Officer to 1365th Ops, 

"H»M &PW* 65/5I1O, ABB Supports Seuint-tffl-5," l4 Sip 65. 
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aping tie tours that the capsule could be landed la the primary recovery 
zone. On recovery day, tip HC-97's were airborne and vers 'stationed at 
either end of the recovery sone In event of under or over snoot, lite photo 
cre» coyercd the ssst«awsrt la 3m W, 35b» MV, still color, and still 
blfict and unite. 

(tt) Biota covens? consisted of establishing stots of Ktodlsy AB, 
HC-97's tak$-o£I«, 5 briefing °f 611 personnel lay tile assistant operations 
office? to Inforoal briefing of alert flight crens by the operations officer, 
suiting up of the pararescue" rait, inflight shots of the flight cresjj and 
poor aerials of the capsule dining Ssjry recwery operations, 

(0) te ffit-T and BT-6, AAVH again provided MB recovery opentltta 
doeusentation. Ep to this joint, recovery operations coverage had bees 
duplicated by SBS.4 photographers and, In sase cases, by !fay photographers 
aboard the pickup ship. 

(0) !Eils yas not the case on &>8, As pointed out earlier, AA7S had 
effiera crews located viti AHQJ aircraft crewf at strategic locations around 
the world. Saw when GT-8 encountered problems and had to splash down In 
the tsciflc, MY3 caserssen were aboard the AUHB recovery aircraft. AAV3 
personnel froa let 6 of the 1352nd Etoto Snap, flying vita JffiHB aircraft 
out of Sana ffl, OUmva, provided Use only doouaeatrtlon of the Initial 
location of the capsule and contest ylth the domed utroarts. Die resulting 
footage was used world-wide for stedia release. 

(II) throughout the reminder of the propea, MVB docratiUtioa continued 
but on an ever*dMres«lag scale. 



* 5 

FeraQiaiel 

(U) On GM, MVB deploy^ 20 personnel Jh support of the pioject. 
This inclined pa five-aan fll^xt crew and five-jail photo srev of the C-5% 
one officer, six CfflHeraaen and tvo photographers froa the 1365th Bwto 84 
tp provide AHRa coY«sge' In the- prfcaary weavery area. 

(U) AAVB deployed 22 personnel In support of ^-2- Skis included the 
six-mas flight crgif sad five-Ban: ptwto crev of the 0-jlfj est officer, Six 
cohbtobh sad three photographers ttm the 1365th BKjlft to provide AMI 
coverage In the- prtozy recovery area. Ufee 13J>2a& fiioto Op e2$l»yei tvo 
Photo specialists anignfid to the pod program, 

(D) flu (£-3; MV5 deployed; 26 personnel la Alport of tiw pTOgns. 
Eilg included, one. off Jeep, fcrnr oBseneDen and tro photographera frra the 
1365th Hurts Sq. to provide JlHKS .coverage in the prlnspy recovery area; and 
foiir personnel fron Bet 3j 13$5& $0 l&s Ealsaa, Canary Idas!*, Kara, HigBriE, 
Salisbury, Ehodwia, and the >&urtti]iff Iilsni*. !&? 13533d Hato Op. *q?l<jyed" 
10 personnel. EiiS included, few caseresen at Eiotaaa A33, tro at Sandi, Jiji 
Islai^^ tw* at Berth and tie* at HSjiflmviHe, Australia,, tod tw at Kw&JaleiH. 
lp addition, fire civilian*, supported the pod jrogras. 

(u) A0B deployed 3ft. personnel to support GB-b, Oils incMtd one 
officer, four C6eb:mbi and taro photographers from tht 13&"5th Bw*Q 54 to 
provide JU2JS coverage- in the' prisary reooyeiy am) aad om to cow ARBS 
.operations at Lb& f Jew, and five personnel froa Btt 3) 13&& to 3ut Sftlo, 
Kano, ligeria) ftntag AJB, Men, spd lei IUas< 35» 1352nd thete 8p wiployed 
Ifi persc-imej.. tEMtf inclu4«4 thr*» esfleranett at Stt^ot A3B, tw it hg! Agft 



one to ftsrth ami one to Hmwille, Anjtrnlls, tw> to W» AB mi tw at 
EMfflU ABj, to addition, fiva SWOBS). supported tta> pod jwsrat, 

(U) On OT-7/6, AAV6 deployed !& ygxrwH In support of the project. 
Ida inctaded one officer, four Msswn and taree jSmtosraphert froa the 
1365th. Bioto Sj to provide AEfS coverage In the jrlnjuy recovery bwj and 
three persojnel, from tet 3, 1365th to Ws», Ajjkts, and Xtao. B» 1352nd 
5M» <S employed too percomBl. aployisent of uanwiMa nat the ua us re 
BT-5. W« jereomel iwrtefl th* K* proSraj. 

M MVB deployed 19 personnel to support (2KA Blij Jncisded one 
officer, four caooajien and tw photographers froa tt» 13®th Iso$o Si to 
provide AUK coverage In the priiary recovery area, a50.tWMHfr8B T frv 3; 
1365ft at Rao, B^erls, end in Aden, lie 1352nd Jnoto Sp Wloy»4 M per- 
sonnel at the saoe tactions as for W-5 and ST-T/6, 

■ (li) 9t IBM, AW deployed J3 personnel la import of tin projeet. All 
locations and cistrftatlon »ere the fata as for HQU), except Vfi 3, J3S5& 
sent no one to Aden, 

(U) pa ffiSWO, AAW deployed 16 personnel In sapjort of the project. 
IMs Included one offieer and four nan MB the 1365th HwSo Bl to provide 
tSBf soTsisse to the priaey recovery area] end on *n frss Skt 3, V&% 
at &no, Wasi*, Bn 135M Hioto Gp again enployid 10 stiroisel. 

(J) AAVB deployed IT personnel in wjport of tla SEMI sragjni, 1365* 
aoto Si support to provide JOTS coverage In tiw priisny recovery an, m» 
cancelled. Cto us seat fsu let 3, 1365* to Madia AM. tt» 1^£b4 Hate 
Op inployeS Ji personnel vith tie ftqUle aim «J nswftry inttfr 



(U) On C3;A-12j MY3 deployed 17 personnel la support of the program. 
1365th faoto Sg. sup^rf; to provide ARflS coverage in the prijsary recovery 
area was cancelled. Ope man vaa sent from Dot 3> 1365ft to HhselmJ AFB, 
Libya. 5hc 1352nd. Kioto Gp employed 16 personnel vita th? Ricific rescue 
and recovery unite- 

(u) On all the Banned Gemini launches (ffiH through. GT-12) AAVB's 
1360th U30 hospital provided one doctor ena wo pedical technicians to 
support the fiflSA nedicel, personnel at Cape Kennedy. 

.-=£44%* ,J 4 1 2ie 322nd Mr Kyiaioa supported the plan for possible 
forceful recovery in the $tropean/KESFSA area, (OHiflN 116 referenced Ebave). 
Before' launches, (3ECU3AFS alerted forces and taaJc units as to treading 
operations. 

' - ' '?*£) Jor (HtfEjI HI, fte 322nd Air SivUion sect an Airlift 



Control Jorce to Viesbadeu, briefed all 5flC rotational C-130 personnel on 
the mission, and ordered ten C-130s to Wiesbaden. Thirty-three rotational 
aircraft, including C-130s end C-12^, vert progressed for airlift of en 
airborne battalion, end 202 support personnel vei* involved, Sor oasl 
IV and subseouent launches, it vaa not helieyed necessary to position 
aircraft and personnel. Sie concept waa to continue aortal operations is 
the Central Siropean area, vitb preparations Bade to divert aircraft and 
personnel if forceful recovery slwuld becooo nace«ary. 

(U) HAJffl/teUJ vas involved directly in only tw recovery operations. 
Vhen the QBfER HE flight ended in the prinary area, AHRS aircraft Wrt 

81. Hist, 322 Air Btv, Jan-Jun 6% Secret Annex, pp. 5-8, 

82. Hsg, a Jff to MAC, 25 Sov 66 (WOW. file*) j pp. 17, 22, this history, 










u ^. tt ,a35iWft» to(, » t '* yed16 * 

w„, » m tan nMtA *»***»» *» 



the first oa tie scene, and AKR3 personnel vere attaching the flotation 
collar to the capsule *sn other aircraft arrived, tfaw the GEHHI VIII 
flijjit vas terminated early because of a malfunction, it splashed doxn in 
a secondary landing area ^50 miles vest of OHnava. ABffl aircraft vera 
on hand. Hosrescuemen of Guam ana Oktow-laiei sjuadnjna topped from 
aircraft into the sea, shore they attached a flotation collar to the cap- 
sule and' assisted the astronauts. ?or the SOTS TIE effort, the partici- 
pating squadrons vere presented tte SABA "(Jroup Acnisjti»nt Awd* and 
vere congratulated hy General John P. SfcConnsU/ (Met of Staff, Air Ifcreej 
General Innter Karris, Jr., Comander in Chief, SACtfj and B»*r Ajjiirai 
Ipry 8. Persons, Commander, Sawlian Sea Frentitr and CommJer, bit 
Ibrce 130 (Gemini). 83 

(V) A 21st Air Jbree C-135, carrying Astronauta Orincm and Ibuag 
on a tour of 1st &at oasej, vas diverted from Isaiii to 0Bbs» to air- 
lift the Grail WH astronauts froa Qdnam to Cajf KeuBoy. A Qarleston- 
nased C-130 vas dispatched on ono hour's notice to carry a metal SA8A team 
from fttrick AJ3 to Oilnava, and a Bawl Air tawpcrt Bag (laciflc) flov 
the capsule from tBctnsYe to latriol: A!3, 



13. Hsgs, QBB, Ilnclas Tc^T, IT Ite 66j W 130, XT *r 66j CTWHCW 3UTS 
A ter 66 (WEE tun.) 





Creg 
Unnamed 


CMtfl TIMETABLE? 




Mission 


8 Apr 19ft 


Duration 
(his lain i sec) 


Objectires 
BeYOlutlonfl Accomplished 


feudal I 


3 tacnstrate s/e structure 
GLV systems performance. 


Gemini H 


Unmanned 


19 Jan 1965 


X8;X6 


suborbital BsufiOEtrate e/c perfoniance ■ 


Genial TU 
"Kilty Both" 


■feiasoju-Yraaig 


23 Mar 1#5 


^52:31 


3 Banned qualification of 
■Ceaini jj/c 


Bernini I? 


fcDtatWfcite 


KAnogft 


97:56:32 


62 Daamstrat s/c aystaufi ana 
irwr capability for four 
Bayaj .deunifltrate £VA (mii 
in space by Itate). 



Cooser-Conrad a-29 log 1965 . 190:55:* ISO 



Jonan-tonai 4-lB tec I965 



ScHrra-Staffori 15-aS te 19$ S5'-51:2>t 



s/c - spacecraft 

SfA - Mra YeMmtet Action (irpace Elk) 

GET - Serial tamca lehjclfi 

MST - Sett-contained" Astronaut Ifeoeiirering IMt 



lyi^mV duration, shirt- 
sleeve entlrMKfcat, rentes- 
Kbis whicle for Cealni YI, 
controlled reentry. 



~\ 



tta-tiffle launch procedure* 
closed loop rendezTOM, Stat 
teep KlUi s/c IS. OrljteiHr 
tcbeduled for 25 Oct IJ65 to 

rendezvous eM J«± «ith Jgena 
but scrubbed usee contact Kite 
Agera las lost anortly after 



( 

(cont'd) 
Mission 



M£lnl 



Stafford-Cernan. 3-6 Sia. 1966 



&ung-CollinB 1B--21 Jul 1966 



Duration Objectives 

(hxsralfiiflec) BerrcMioa s fccoispliBned 



):W:39 



Oonrad-GtKtoi 3M5 Sep 396S ?1:17:C 



Garinl JJI Jcfcll-42drla 31-15 Sur I9S6 9k#:31 



*££&, Garini lesawii; in ictim, 23 Dec ^(XAHJIH fileeji 



teonstrated readesvous and 
docking *ith Agen&j multiple 
jSgeaa re-start la orbit, con- 
trtlisd landing, srergency. 
rteorery {teSmiha ■tenalnated 
■early 1b Saclfic because of 
control -listen electrical short. 

Hrst test la operational en- 
Tiroaffieat tor JuW, Banonatxate 
three rendezvous techniques, 
m with detailed vork taak», 
precision landing (0.38 ma froo 
planned lacdlng joint). 

Dual rendeETOUB using Agena pro- 
palBton for doclied H&neuvers, 
retrieral ©f experijDent package 
fron flgena during SVAj deain- 
itrated feasibility of ualng . 
onboard navigation for rendes- 

Flxxtiorbit renoerroas and, 
docting «ith Jgesfc,. 7*1 na ^ 
apogee «a3ng igesa jropulslKt, 
ifil mlDiites total E7A, tether'' 
ererciae, autenfitlc reentry.. 

3Suee SWa, gravity-gradient 
tether exercise, reBderinms 
sod docking. Vitn Ageha, rendec- 
rons with solar eclipse^ 



Garni Knows 






fc£ 


HlHloa 




K0. »»to & AMrin, ft. (UStf) 


Utaltt 12 




Mil A. Aiwtwng (Sivilta) 


&s4ni8 




it. Col, fewk Jonw (U3W) 


0(jajal 7 




a. cpair. Signs A. Croud (USH) 


fatal 9 




»J. KtatMl ColUiw (jar) 


aroint 10 




». On*, fflfflflaP. CooaJ (MS) 


MAS; 


IMolll 


It. Col. 1. <W0B Cooper (USA?) 


Mm; 




It, ftsrdr. Meted P. Qorton (BS?) 


Bwinill 




B, Col- Vli-gll I, tolreon (V6») 


Qcmtni 3 




Catf ftow A. farsU, ft, (Vffl! 


SnlnlT; 


Genial 12 


Hij, tai A, HcfiMtt (II8SF) 


. (falsi)) 




Cupt, Bite & feWns, Jr. (USS) 


(taMfi 




KsJ. Hum B, Scott (oaf) 


Genial 8 




It. Col, IhouM P. SiattWi (USi?) 


Gtnlni 6, 


Qfnifli 9 


fej, asusni ?. %ltj (IOT) 


0Mim4 




Itadr, John y. tas (l[gf) 


B«slnl3, 


total M 



SI 



